Renovation of the Year: Bridges of Poplar Creek, Palma Ceia take top honors

summer 2012

THE LARGEST

Management
Companies
Who’s growing?
Who’s not?

It was an odd year
for management
companies, with some
large players seeing
significant declines in
their portfolios, and
smaller, regional players
continuing to grow.
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Renovation

Year

of
the
Public Courses

SE C ON D P l a c e

Rayburn Country Club
Brookeland, Tex.

Owner: Rayburn Country
Redevelopment
Architect: Russell Golf Design, LP
Contractor: Heritage Links
Year course opened: 1968

Before

Renovation Timeline: January
2010 to April 2011

▶ The team sought to unify the Donald Ross
design aesthetically and strategically. By
using small bunkers reminiscent of the
style represented on many Ross courses,
the team created significant visual and
strategic impact with just 25,000 square
feet of bunkers.
The client not only got all of their
“musts,” but because of the innovative
irrigation strategy, the course now has a
completely new, state-of-the-art irrigation
system, with HDPE piping, new pump
station and expanded irrigation lake that
more than doubled its capacity.
The greens created slope from back to
front, which will make them friendlier for
the average player, but has a series of lowprofile internal rolls and ridges, which
will make pin placements interesting and
minimize maintenance problems. The
tees were redeveloped to improve the
aesthetics of each hole. Each hole now has
at least three teeing areas for each hole.
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Rayburn Country Golf Club
Since opening, Rayburn Country
Golf Club has received exceptional
reviews according to head pro Paul
Calame. “We are the most excited by comments on the ‘variety
of shots they get to make in a round’ and how that makes
[playing Rayburn] ‘a truly fun experience’. ”
In March, Rayburn Country Golf Club hosted an Adams
Pro Golf Tour Series tournament. With a winning score only
12-under par for the 72 hole tournament, the course held its own
against some of the country’s better golfers.
Recent Adams Pro Golf Tour Series winner, Michael
Arnaud, was quoted in the Port Arthur News as saying:
“I’d heard many good things about Rayburn
Country since the redesign and it all proved to be on
target. The other players were thoroughly impressed.

Budgeted Amount: $2,700,000
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They turned that into a great golf
course. It’s probably in the top
three we’ll play. I just thought they
did everything right from that
magnificent clubhouse to a layout
that really makes you think about
the shot you are going to hit. The
routing was basically the same as
the old course, but there are a lot
more bunkers, the fairways are
terrific and the greens have a lot
more undulation. If you miss to
the wrong part of the greens, you
really get penalized. To turn what
they had into that is a huge credit.
I would think it will be a regular
stop on the Adams Tour for years
to come.”
West, Bob (2012, May 15). Makeover
turns Rayburn Country into golf gem.”
The Port Arthur News. Retrieved from
http://www.panews.com
GOLF COURSE OPERATOR:
WILLIAM-COLE
William Cole is a diversified company
offering full service capabilities for
acquirers of master planned communities,
resorts, and golf clubs. With strong
backgrounds in golf, real estate, and
financial advisory services, William Cole
has the experience to help its clients
engineer the best financial and operational
solutions for any project. Its projects have
received recognition by Golf Digest and
USA Today. As Rayburn Country Golf
Club’s asset manager, William Cole oversaw
every aspect of its multi-million dollar
redevelopment, including renovation of the
golf course, clubhouse, and hotel, and now
handles all real estate development, sales,
and marketing along with operating all onsite amenities.

GOLF COURSE CONTRACTOR:
HERITAGE LINKS
Heritage Links, is an award-winning world
class golf course builder, specializing in
new golf course construction and
renovations. As a “Certified Builder” by
the Golf Course Builders Association of
America, Heritage Links has built some of
the most well-known golf course projects
in the U.S., including Chambers Bay, which
will host the 2015 U.S Open, and other
award-winning projects that have been
used as venues for PGA Tour and USGA
championships. Heritage Links has
successfully completed projects in the
United States, Mexico, Asia, the Middle
East, and the Caribbean, and as evidenced
by Rayburn Country Golf Club, Heritage
Links’ continues to show its commitment
to providing award-winning quality and
workmanship.

GOLF COURSE ARCHITECT:
RUSSELLGOLF DESIGN
RussellGolf Design has designed resort,
daily fee, and private golf courses worldwide, including courses listed within the
Top 10 “America’s Best New Course” from
Golf Digest Magazine and America’s 100
Best Residential Courses from Golfweek
Magazine. Based in Central Texas, and
Saint Simons Island, Georgia, and led by
American Society of Golf Course Architects
associate member Randy Russell, RussellGolf
Design provides golf course design and
remodel services along with land planning;
legal and strategic development planning;
golf course construction management; and
management, operations, and agronomic
consulting services to developers around
the globe.
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2376 Wingate Blvd ● Brookeland ● Texas ● 75931-7265
T 409-698-2444
www.lakerayburncountry.com

2611 FM 1960 West ● Suite H-225 ● Houston ● Texas ● 77068
T 281-580-2085 x100 ● F 281-580-2095
sclements@williamcoleinc.com ● www.williamcoleinc.com

13131 Champions Drive ● Suite 105 ● Houston ● Texas ● 77069
T 281-866-0909 ● F 281-866-0944
jono@heritage-links.com ● www.heritage-links.com

222 Kings Way ● Saint Simons Island ● Georgia ● 31522
1101 Avenida Serena ● Marble Falls ● Texas ● 78654
T 912-268-4050 ● T 512-970-1681
randy.russell@russellgolfdesign.com ● www.russellgolfdesign.com

